BILL ANALYSIS

H.B. 3508

By: Marchant

Sate Affars

Committee Report (Amended)

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE

The Texas Legidaive Coundil is required by law (Section 323.007, Government Code) to carry out a
complete nonsubgtantive revisonof the Texas statutes. The processinvolves reclassfying and rearranging
the statutesinamore logica order, employing anumbering systemand format that will accommodate later
expangon of the law, diminating repeded, invalid, duplicative, and other ineffective provisons, and
improving the draftsmanship of the law, if practicable--dl toward promoting the stated purpose of meking
the statutes "more accessible, understandable, and usable’ without dtering the sense, meaning, or effect of
the law.

In 1965, the council adopted along-range plan of compiling the law into codes arranged by generd topics.
This code is the fird to systematicaly codify local laws according to topic, in this case those locd laws
concerning specid didtricts.

The bill proposes anew Specid Didtrict Loca Laws Code composed of the following six titles:

Title 1, Generd Provisons,

Title 2, Environment and Sanitation;
Title 3, Hedth;

Title 4, Development and Improvement;
Title 5, Trangportation; and

Title 6, Water and Wastewater.

Thetitlesare divided into subtitles, chapters, subchapters, and sections. Sectionsare numbered decimaly,
and the number to the left of the decimd point is the same as the chapter number. Gapsin chapter and
section numbering are for later expanson. The code is organized so that each didrict's locd law is
contained inasngle, separate chapter, and to establish the structure of the code, council staff has selected
at least one didtrict to treat for each proposed subtitle (with afew exceptions).

The council'slegd staff has taken meticulous care to ensure that no subgtantive change has been madein
the laws and to preserve any ambiguity or interpretation that may exist in the current laws.

The gaff has devel oped an extensve maling ligt, and drafts of the proposed chapters have been distributed
to interested persons, including state agencies and representatives of each digtrict whose loca law was
selected for indusion, for review and comment. The staff has studied submitted comments and suggestions
and has taken action to satisfy any concerns expressed.

The proposed code is a nonsubgtantive revison of Texas law. The substance of the law has not been
atered. The sole purpose of the proposed code is to compile the loca laws, arranged inalogicd fashion,
and rewrite them without atering their meaning or legd effect. If aparticular source statute is ambiguous
and the ambiguity cannot be resolved without a potentia substantive effect, the ambiguity is preserved.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

This hill does not expressy delegate rulemaking authority to any state officer, department, agency, or
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indtitution, but does codify that authority dready delegated by previous law.
ANALYSS

The hill proposes Titles 1-6, Specid Didtrict Loca Laws Code, which is a nonsubstantive revision of
certain local laws concerning specia digtricts organized by type of digtrict. The bill revises loca laws
concerning certain hospita digtricts, certain development and improvement didtricts, a navigation didrict,
and certain conservationand reclamationdigtricts. Thebill dsoindudes conforming amendmentsto certain
of these locd laws as necessary to continue without substantive change provisions of law not codified as
part of the code. Inaddition, thebill repedstheloca lawsrevised inthe bill aswell asthe portions of those
locd lawsthat have expired or that have been impliedly repeded. Findly, the bill includes a statement of
the legidative intent to codify only, without substantive change.

EFFECTIVE DATE

Thehillisto take effect April 1, 2005, in order to provide affected persons acompletelegidaive cydeto
more closaly review what the legidature has enacted.

EXPLANATION OF AMENDMENTS

Committee Amendment No. 1 amends Section 1002.251 of the proposed Specia Didtrict Loca Laws
Codeto makethat section more closaly followthe source law fromwhichthe sectionisderived. By more
cosdy following the source law, anambiguity will be retained inthe law, and the section can be interpreted
inaway consstent with the way in which the affected didrict currently interpretsthe law. The ambiguity
relates to the length of time for which abank serves as the didtrict's depository.

H.B. 3508 78(R) Page 2 of 2



BILL ANALYSIS

H.B. 3508

By: Marchant

Sate Affars

Committee Report (Amended)

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE

The Texas Legidaive Coundil is required by law (Section 323.007, Government Code) to carry out a
complete nonsubgtantive revisonof the Texas statutes. The processinvolves reclassfying and rearranging
the statutesinamore logica order, employing anumbering systemand format that will accommodate later
expangon of the law, diminating repeded, invalid, duplicative, and other ineffective provisons, and
improving the draftsmanship of the law, if practicable--dl toward promoting the stated purpose of meking
the statutes "more accessible, understandable, and usable’ without dtering the sense, meaning, or effect of
the law.

In 1965, the council adopted along-range plan of compiling the law into codes arranged by generd topics.
This code is the fird to systematicaly codify local laws according to topic, in this case those locd laws
concerning specid didtricts.

The bill proposes anew Specid Didtrict Loca Laws Code composed of the following six titles:

Title 1, Generd Provisons,

Title 2, Environment and Sanitation;
Title 3, Hedth;

Title 4, Development and Improvement;
Title 5, Trangportation; and

Title 6, Water and Wastewater.

Thetitlesare divided into subtitles, chapters, subchapters, and sections. Sectionsare numbered decimaly,
and the number to the left of the decimd point is the same as the chapter number. Gapsin chapter and
section numbering are for later expanson. The code is organized so that each didrict's locd law is
contained inasngle, separate chapter, and to establish the structure of the code, council staff has selected
at least one didtrict to treat for each proposed subtitle (with afew exceptions).

The council'slegd staff has taken meticulous care to ensure that no subgtantive change has been madein
the laws and to preserve any ambiguity or interpretation that may exist in the current laws.

The gaff has devel oped an extensve maling ligt, and drafts of the proposed chapters have been distributed
to interested persons, including state agencies and representatives of each digtrict whose loca law was
selected for indusion, for review and comment. The staff has studied submitted comments and suggestions
and has taken action to satisfy any concerns expressed.

The proposed code is a nonsubgtantive revison of Texas law. The substance of the law has not been
atered. The sole purpose of the proposed code is to compile the loca laws, arranged inalogicd fashion,
and rewrite them without atering their meaning or legd effect. If aparticular source statute is ambiguous
and the ambiguity cannot be resolved without a potentia substantive effect, the ambiguity is preserved.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

This hill does not expressy delegate rulemaking authority to any state officer, department, agency, or

H.B. 3508 78(R) Page 1 of 2



indtitution, but does codify that authority dready delegated by previous law.
ANALYSS

The hill proposes Titles 1-6, Specid Didtrict Loca Laws Code, which is a nonsubstantive revision of
certain local laws concerning specia digtricts organized by type of digtrict. The bill revises loca laws
concerning certain hospita digtricts, certain development and improvement didtricts, a navigation didrict,
and certain conservationand reclamationdigtricts. Thebill dsoindudes conforming amendmentsto certain
of these locd laws as necessary to continue without substantive change provisions of law not codified as
part of the code. Inaddition, thebill repedstheloca lawsrevised inthe bill aswell asthe portions of those
locd lawsthat have expired or that have been impliedly repeded. Findly, the bill includes a statement of
the legidative intent to codify only, without substantive change.

EFFECTIVE DATE

Thehillisto take effect April 1, 2005, in order to provide affected persons acompletelegidaive cydeto
more closaly review what the legidature has enacted.

EXPLANATION OF AMENDMENTS

Committee Amendment No. 1 amends Section 1002.251 of the proposed Specia Didtrict Loca Laws
Codeto makethat section more closaly followthe source law fromwhichthe sectionisderived. By more
cosdy following the source law, anambiguity will be retained inthe law, and the section can be interpreted
inaway consstent with the way in which the affected didrict currently interpretsthe law. The ambiguity
relates to the length of time for which abank serves as the didtrict's depository.

H.B. 3508 78(R) Page 2 of 2



